GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT

April 28,2015

Major General Gerald “Jake” Betty
Commander, Texas State Guard
Texas Military Forces

2200 West 35™ Street

Austin, Texas 78763

Dear General Betty:

To address concerns of Texas citizens and to ensure that Texas communities remain safe, secure and
informed about military procedures occurring in their vicinity, [ am directing the Texas State Guard to
monitor Operation Jade Helm 15. During the Operation’s eight-week training period from July 2015 to
September 2015, | expect to receive regular updates on the progress and safety of the Operation.

During the training operation, it is important that Texans know their safety, constitutional rights, private
property rights and civil liberties will not be infringed. By monitoring the Operation on a continual basis,
the State Guard will facilitate communications between my office and the commanders of the Operation
to ensure that adequate measures are in place to protect Texans.

U.S. Special Operations Command (USSOCOM) has assured Texas that each location selected for
training exercises will pose no risk to residents or property and that they will coordinate with local
residents via verbal and written communication.

Directing the State Guard to monitor the Operation will allow Texas to be informed of the details of
military personnel movements and training exercise schedules, and it will give us the ability to quickly
and effectively communicate with local communities, law enforcement, public safety personnel and
citizens,

The action I take today comes with the recognition of Texas’ long history of supporting our military
forces and our proud tradition of training, deploying and supporting our active-duty troops and returning
veterans. As Governor, | have the utmost respect for the deep patriotism of the brave military men and
women who put their lives on the line to fight for and defend our freedom. I remain certain that our
military members will keep America the freest and strongest nation the world has ever known.
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